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Frankford Avenue
Community Meetings
Begiming m late July,
NECDC will be hosting
community workshops
to get feedback

from residents on the
proposed infiastructure
improvements for the
Frankford Avenue Arts
Corridor. So keep an
eye out for the notice
indicating the specific
time, date, and place of
each meeting. Public
opinion matters.
therefore, we hope you
decide to attend these
meetings.

For Your Information

Coral St. Arts House
Visions of a

Community

The Coral Street Arts
House in association
with Taller
Puertorriquefio would
like to invite you to
“Visions of a
Community” art
exhibition. Artists from
MNorth Philadelphia
create works
influenced by their
environment and how
it has affected them
over their career and

life.
Location® (@ 2446 Coral Street,

Frankford Avenue
Arts Corridor

e-Newsletter WREINIOR

EcMMUNTY O EVELOPUENT C0RPORETION

7. June 2006
Hackett Mural Project

Many of you may have noticed the giant orange lift
outside of Hackett and two guys painting cows,
dragons, trees, and horses on the school’s wall. For
starters, those guys are local artists Mike Smash and
Johnny Buss. Second, the pseudo-menagerie that you
see is actually a mural sponsored by the School
District of Philadelphia, Mural Arts Program, and New
Kensington CDC.

In early 2005, Sarah Thompson met with the Mural
Arts Program to identify potential walls for murals in
the area. Sarah thought that Hackett would be a great
site to place a mural. The brick wall makes a perfect
canvas and the intersection of York, Trenton, and



Plula., PA 19125

Opening; June 16, 6-9 pm
Gallery Hours: Monday-Friday
9a-3p

InLiquid

Art For The Cash
Poor 7

This will take place on
Saturday June 10, 1p
— 8 p at the Crane
Building 1400 N.
American Street (2
blks. north of Girard &
Second 5t.). Indoor &
outdoor extravaganza
of affordable art 100+
artists selling original
works / plus plentiful
libations, food, and
rafflel Live music by
Foxy Contin, Man in
Black, The Nite Lights
and more...

Earn a MA in Community
Arts

Eastern University’s
School for Social
Change, 1s now
admuttimg students to its
new Master of Arts in
Urban Studies with
concentrations m Arts
in Transformation
(comumunity arts). This
program is geared
towards artists
commutted to
transfornung cities
through a broad range of
artistic expressions.
Special focus is given to
arts-based mterventions
at the level of the
individual, famuly and
community, as well as
social service and
organizational
leadership.

Frankford Avenue Arts
Corridor Plan available online
The Frankford Avenue Arts
Comidor Plan, completed last
fall with the help of Matlket
Enowledge, Group G, NECDC,
and a series of community
meetings. i3 available online at
wwnw.nkede org, under "What's
New". Posted bi-monthly. the
ooal of this newsletter is to keep
people informed about arts-
related development on
Fraglford Avenue and in the

neighborhoods,

If you know someone who
would like to subsciibe to this
newsletter please have them
send an e-mail to franlkfond ave-
onélist nkede.org. To

Frankford serves as the north gateway of the
Frankford Avenue Arts Corridor Phase 1 area. A
beautiful mural would only enhance future
improvements.

Principal Jill Coffey liked the idea of a mural on the
Hackett School building and in the spring of 2005, she
and teacher Dennis Murphy began the application. The
school applied for the mural under the Beautifying
Schools-Transforming Lives Project, a joint venture
sponsored by the School District of Philadelphia and
Mural Arts Program. The project’s goal is to provide
new murals for 100 schools and/or communities in five
years.

On January 18 of this year, the long awaited
orientation program took place. Deborah Zuchman led
the assembly with about 200 wide-eyed children
gazing at the pictures flashing onto the white screen
from the slide projector. She told the students that
some of them would take part in the designing of a
mural for the Hackett School and that the mural would
be something for that the community would enjoy for
a longtime to come.

The entire mural process took about four months.
During the first two months, the artists met with
students in the classroom for three hours a week
teaching them to cut glass, mix paints, pour concrete,
and the basic principals of arts. In addition, the
students were taught about the history of murals,
what they mean and why they are important to
communities. For the artists, it was important that the
kids were fully immersed in the creation process, using
their hands as well as their minds. "It's about an
experience...,” said Mike. Johnny added that, "that
experience helps kids to become receptive to
learning.” But not only did Smash and Buss want the
students to retained what they were teaching, they
also wanted to use arts to take the students out of
their environments. They wanted them to know that
they could access the networks of the world through
art.

When it came to designing the mural, Smash and
Buss wanted to see something tasteful, respectable to
teenagers and adults, yet accessible to the students
like a European storybook. So they brought in Celtic
art books and allowed the students to choose different
animal images and knot patterns that would add a
whimsical feel of the mural. The artists used the
children’s selections to create concrete pieces that
were secured to the exterior wall of the school and
combined with painted images. The students made
some of the smaller concrete pieces, like the fish, in
the classroom, while the artists fabricated the larger
concrete sections, such as the dragonheads, in their






