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CALENDAR 
 

January 27 
First-Time Homebuyer 

Workshop 
call 215-427-0350 for  

more information 
 

January 31 
Palmer Park Cleanup 

9 am - 11 am 
Frankford & Columbia 

 
February 1 

Rent & Property Tax  
Rebate Program 

Applications available 
See page 2 for details 

 
February 4 

Business Breakfast 
8:30 am - 9:30 am 

check www.nkcdc.org for 
more information 

 
February 6 

First Friday on  
Frankford Avenue 

www.frankfordavearts.org 
 

February 14 
Penn Treaty Park Cleanup 

10 - 12 am 
Delaware & Columbia Ave 

 
February 16 

East Kensington Neighbors 
Association Meeting 

6:30 pm 
Philadelphia Brewing Co. 

Martha & Hagert 
 

April 11 
Easter Sales at  

The Garden Center 
10 am - 4 pm 

Frankford & Berks 
 

May 16 
3rd Annual Kensington 
Kinetic Sculpture Derby 

Save the date! 
 

                         www.nkcdc.org 

   INSIDE NKCDC 
 2515 Frankford Avenue Philadelphia, PA 19125                                 215-427-0350 

NKCDC has provided the groundwork for a commis-
sioned theoretical project that places rendered  
modular developments on existing vacant lots within 
the community. Presented with the challenges facing 
CDCs, Alchemy Architects (designer of the wee-
House) applied their weeHouse design for mixed-use, 
single and multi-unit dwellings in Kensington.  

Alchemy Architects, NKCDC, and Diamond &              
Associates participated in a Q&A session as part of 
“A Clean Break” and Design Philadelphia on the          
afternoon of Saturday, October 18th, 2008.                    
Representatives from each organization discussed 
their unique modular programs and successes with 
this chosen method of construction, particularly as an 
affordable and environmentally-friendly solution to 
land vacancy and community revitalization.  

With these preconceptions in mind, the creative  
programming of NKCDC set the stage for a commis-

sioned report 
that envisions a 
multi-unit         
weeHouse             
development 
(known as the 
not-so-
weeHouse) on 
an urban infill 
site within the Kensington neighborhood. Completed 
by real estate development consultants Diamond & 
Associates, the analysis compares Alchemy Architect’s 
projected pricing for both a ten-unit and forty-unit 
development to traditional stick built construction. 
The two development scenarios are intended to  
highlight the efficiencies of the weeHouse in quantity 
and how those efficiencies would be impacted by 
Philadelphia’s affordable housing guidelines. For more 
information on the study, please visit www.nkcdc.org.  

 Help for Surviving an Economic Downturn 
With our country officially facing an economic               
recession, the average U.S. household has suddenly 
been forced to rigorously monitor its spending habits. 
Applying for any applicable assistance programs and 
knowing how to be energy-efficient is a good way to 
help your family survive the ongoing economic crisis.  

NKCDC is continuing to accept applications for the 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance                
Program (LIHEAP). CRISIS grants are also              
available for families with heating emergencies, such  
as a utility shut-off or heater repair problems. For             
information on CRISIS or LIHEAP eligibility and            
required paperwork please call 215-427-0350.  

NKCDC has also partnered with the Energy                 
Coordinating Agency (ECA) on a program to provide 
free energy assistance and weatherization  
audits. To apply, you will need proof of ownership of 
home or rental agreement, copies of all utility bills, 
and proof of  income for the last 12 months. Those 
on SSI or approved for LIHEAP/CRISIS are automati-
cally eligible. For more information contact Francis 
Ryley  at 215-427-0350 x 123.  

Budget counseling, credit counseling, and 
housing assistance is also available. NKCDC’s 
counselors assist homeowners with budgeting their 

income to make monthly mortgage payments, as well 
as next steps towards refinancing. Foreclosure  
prevention assistance is available for homeowners 
who may have fallen behind on their monthly              
payments. 

Conserving energy around the house is an easy way 
to lower your monthly expenses. It may sound simple, 
but getting in the habit of turning off lights when you 
exit a room will help lower utility costs. Considering 
that 11 percent of the average household electric bill 
comes from lighting, it makes sense to flip the switch. 

If you haven’t done so by now, consider switching 
your old incandescent bulbs with compact                     
fluorescents (CFLs), which use up to 75 percent 
less energy. According to the Environmental                    
Protection Agency, replacing one out of every four 
light bulbs with fluorescents will cut your electric bill 
in half. Neighbors who come to NKCDC’s office for 
utility assistance may qualify for free CFL bulbs              
courtesy of the ECA. 

NKCDC offers additional programs to help you and 
your family save money, including food referrals and 
applying for state property tax or rent rebates. More 
information regarding these programs can be found 
inside this newsletter!  



Santa Claus stopped by to 
greet the kids at the Pop’s 
Holiday Party at the VFW 
Hall. Over 80 children and 
their parents attended.  

The Garden Center’s New Look 
Some amazing improvements are taking place at 
NKCDC’s Garden Center this winter, including 
a revised site layout and a new greenhouse. 

The new site plan, created by Cairone & Kaupp 
Inc., includes a grand new gateway entrance at 
the corner of Frankford & Berks. The new  
entrance will be adorned with large metal             
flowers, sculpted by local artist Sandra               
Webberking. Three more of these impressive 
flower sculptures, which shall double as lighting 
fixtures, will also adorn the new fence along 
Frankford Avenue.  A new “sales cottage” will 

also be located near the new entrance.  

The greenhouse, which was assembled by both 
Garden Center staff as well as volunteers, will 
feature herbs and vegetables. The perennial 
garden will be nearby, with its beautiful array of 
roses, hibiscus, juniper, and butterfly bushes. 

Improvements to the Garden Center were 
made possible through the support of the 
Claniel Foundation, and will be finished just in 
time for the Spring 2009 opening on Easter 
weekend, April 11th. For more information 
email Marlene Buck at mbuck@nkcdc.org. 

Since the beginning stages of a community skate park 
and dog park began late last summer, the Friends of 
Pops has maintained much momentum in its continued 
efforts to revitalize Black, Coyle, & McBride Playground, 
known fondly to local residents as simply “Pop’s”. 

A special Beef & Beer Fundraiser was held on the           
evening of Saturday, November 8th at the VFW Hall 
located at Frankford & Sergeant. Over 100 community 
members came out to support the Friends of Pops. The 
event, which was catered by Peggy’s Pantry and            
Philadelphia Brewing Company, helped raised over 
$4,000 for the playground, located at Trenton &                
Huntingdon. 

Momentum continued straight through to the end of 
2008, as Christmas came early for the children of Pop’s. 

Thanks to the generous support of an anonymous    
donor, the Friends of Pop’s held a special Holiday Party 
at the VFW Hall on December 13th. Over 80 neighbor-
hood kids and their parents came to enjoy lunch, treats, 
candy, and presents. Santa Claus stopped by to take 
pictures with the children. There was even a bike raffle, 
and two lucky kids (Alysa Archenbault and Jimmy Liam) 
went home with new bikes.  

“It was a very special event,” says Laura Semmelroth, a 
member of Friends of Pops. “Each kid got a present, 
which is great. We’re very grateful for the donation we 
received.”  

For more information on the Friends of Pops, please 
visit their website, www.popsplayground.org.  

I N S I D E  N K C D C  

Staff News 
Welcome to Lorie  
Stevens, NKCDC’s new 
Housing Counselor. 
Lorie previously worked 
for a housing authority 
in Spokane, WA. 

 

Welcome to Michele 
Kalup, NKCDC’s new 
Energy Assistance   
Counselor.  Michele 
comes with much  
customer service from 
her experience at PNC Bank. 
 g 

Congratulations to Jennifer Orta, 
NKCDC’s NAC Assistant, who recently 
got engaged!  

Momentum Continues At Pop’s Playground 

As our neighborhood 
continues to grow, so do 
the options for  shopping 
and services. You may be 
surprised by the number 
and variety of businesses 
within the 19125 zip 
code! 

The 2009 Neighborhood Business Directory 
and Resource Guide is FREE and now available 
at Sulimay’s Restaurant, Bambi Gallery,           
Highwire Gallery, Rocket Cat Café, Johnny 
Brenda’s, Canvas Café, Atlantis Lost Bar,  
Fishtown Jewelers, Villa and Hut, Wachovia 
Bank, Third Federal Bank, and Beneficial Bank.  

Thank you to Devilfish Ink, Northern Liberty 
Press, and our advertisers for their support! 

2009 Business Directory Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program 
Applications for the 2008 PA Property 
Tax / Rent Rebate Program will be available 
at our office starting February 2009.  

Individuals or spouses 65 and older, widows 
or widowers 50 and older, and the              
permanently disabled 18 and older who  
paid rent or property tax in 2008 are all 
eligible to apply for refunds.  

Household income from 2008 can be no 
more than $35,000 (renters with an income 
of $15,000 or less are also eligible).      
Maximum rebate amounts may be up to 
$650!  

Filing assistance is available in our office. For 
more information on what to bring with 
you please call us at 215-427-0350 or stop 
by NKCDC’s office at 2515 Frankford  
Avenue, weekdays between 9am and 5pm. 

Volunteers Diane Marchese, Paul Olkowski, 
and Noel Olmo help assemble The Garden 
Center’s new greenhouse. 



     I N S I D E  N K C D C  
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Contributors: Ade Fequa, Jennifer Orta 

HOLIDAY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 
NKCDC and KANAC would like to thank all the kind residents and businesses who                   
contributed to our 2008 Holiday Assistance Program! 
 
For the past seven years NKCDC has raised funds from the community and other friends          
to help assist needy families living in our service area. This year over $4,100 was raised!!           
Gift certificates ranging from $100 to $300 were given to 28 
families in need, including 51 children and 26 adults. 
 
NKCDC and KANAC would also like to thank Northeastern   
Hospital for providing two of our families with overflowing gift 
baskets, created through the generous effort of hospital                  
employees. 
 
And last, but most importantly, our thanks to all the community 
leaders who nominated these special families to us! 

Nykia Perez knows what goes down on 
the 2100 block of Norris Street.  A home-
owner for several years, she’s witnessed 
firsthand the challenges that face her block. 
As the most plausible route between the 
Market Frankford Berks subway station 
and the burgeoning Frankford Avenue Arts 
Corridor, this dimly-lit block of Norris 
Street can become pretty intimidating after 
dark. Across the street from her home 
exists the studio spaces of Brian Potash and 
Rebecca Sloan, a married couple who specialize in graphic design and custom framing,                 
respectively. When these three were tapped by their neighbors to attend the National 
NeighborWorks Community Leadership Institute in San Jose, CA to come up with a small 
project for their block, one collective bulb switched on in their minds - Norris Street needed 
lighting.  

The concept for lighting was one which all Norris Street neighbors could agree on. Since 
February of last year NKCDC has been working with residents to address the issues on their 
block, which was designated one of NKCDC’s “Elm Street” blocks to receive façade and  
infrastructure funding through the PA Department of Community and Economic Develop-
ment. Several community meetings were held throughout 2008, where residents spoke of 
safety issues, discussed planting trees, and met with a liaison from the 25th Police District. 
With so many improvements taking place around them, neighbors knew that the perception 
of safety needed to increase for pedestrians to feel comfortable. 

During the conference in California, which took place October 23 - 26th, these three Norris 
Street neighbors attended leadership seminars comprised of other community leaders from 
throughout the U.S. Block captains from Minnesota bounced ideas off of church leaders from 
Miami, as these neighbors representing East Kensington attended workshops dealing in  
neighborhood safety, community arts projects, and how to build strong partnerships. What 
came out of it was a community-driven action plan for solar pedestrian street lighting, which 
will be funded by NeighborWorks America and installed by neighbors and other community 
leaders sometime before this summer.  

I think the trip to the CLI conference in San Jose was worthwhile,” says Nykia, who hopes the 
project will “provide a more friendly atmosphere for pedestrians and to help 
neighbors feel safer.” Stay tuned this spring for more information on when the Norris 
Street neighbors will have their lighting installation event! 

Quality Community 
Health Care Briefings 

Both NKCDC’s 
NAC as well as the 
Kensington Area 
NAC (KANAC) 
partnered with 
Quality Commu-
nity Health Care to 
present free health 
clinics for their quarterly community briefings.  

The first clinic was held on the morning of 
Wednesday, November 12th, 2008 at KANAC’s 
office. Twenty neighborhood residents received 
free flu shots, as well as information regarding 
asthma, STD’s, obesity, and diabetes. The second 
clinic was held Wednesday, December 18th at 
NKCDC’s office, where 14 clients were assisted.  

“We feel this is a valuable resource for the                
community,” says Ade Fequa, KANAC                           
Coordinator. “These free flu shots will help young 
and old alike during this cold winter season.” For 
information on upcoming community briefings,           
visit www.nkcdc.org. 

Food Referrals Available 
For Needy Families 

Since the beginning of                    
November, NKCDC has           
provided over 100 food             
referrals for  families in need. 
These referrals provide             
assistance to those who have had 
a economic emergency and need 
help with groceries during a  

period with little or no income.   

Residents are referred to local food pantries such 
as the Kensington Neighborhood House and the 
Brotherhood Mission.  “Families can get bread, 
canned goods, milk, eggs, cereal and meats,” says 
Jennifer Orta, NAC Assistant.  “It can help to 
bridge the gap until the person can buy food on 
their own again.” 

Food referrals are available between 10am - 12pm 
Mondays and Wednesdays at NKCDC’s office, 
2515 Frankford Avenue, and Tuesdays 10am - 
12pm at the KANAC office located at 2423 E.               
Allegheny Avenue. Applicants must bring photo ID, 
proof of residence, and social security cards for any 
children in the home. 

(left to right) Sloan, Potash, and Perez brainstorming at the 
Neighborworks Community Leadership Institute in San Jose. 

Community Leaders Take Bright Idea To San Jose 



 
 

     LIVE!  
 

  

WORK! 
 

 

 

 

 

EXPLORE! 

  
 

     
WWW.FRANKFORDAVEARTS.ORG 

Printed on recycle paper.  
Please recycle.  
 
To switch to the e-version of this  
quarterly newsletter, please email 
info@nkcdc.org with the subject 
“Going Green”!  

Contributions to NKCDC are tax-deductible and can be made by mail or via United Way to Donor Choice #6066. Thank you! 

 
 

 
 

                Call Now to Schedule  
        For Winter / Spring 2009! 

 
Cat spay $75/neuter $60 
Dog spay $90/neuter $80 

 
Vaccinations, leukemia tests, heartworm tests,   
and other services also available. Pet owners with 
proof of Medicaid, Medicare, SSI, welfare, or  
disability are eligible for additional discounts.  
 

To request an appointment or to find out  
if your pet is eligible, please email  

spayneuter@hopeanimalresourcecenter.org  
or call 1-800-738-HOPE. 


